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18J3i] Conduct of King William IILrespecting the Massacre at Gleneoe. -ti? 



Ta the Profriitort of the Silfasi Magazint. 

Gentlemen, 

WHEN Orangemen are pressing 
themselves forward in defence 
of their principles, and paying a de- 
gree of worship to their idol ahiiost 
divine, the following short sketch 
of the massacre of Glencoe might be 
published in the Belfast Magazine 
with good effect, (that is, if it has 
not been published through the same 
channel before, which I do not 
know.) 

If the Massacre of Glencoe were 
not a fact so authenticated, as to be 
beyond a doubt, posterity could ne- 
ver believe that it had taken place. 
No person who had any huoianity 
could bring himself to believe, that 
such an act of barbarity, even if it. 
was committed, would go unpunish- 
ed under the government of a man 
whose memory is held up by many as 
glorious and immortal. 

ft could be wished, for the hon- 
our of human nature, that some 
doubt could be thrown on such a 
transaction, but, unfortunately, the 
fact is as clear as the sun, and still 
more unfortunately, it was tSe act, 
not of a mob, not of a lawless banditti, 
but it was the act of the acknowledg- 
ed agents of the Biitish government. 

In, or about the year 1690, a 
proclamation was issued in the High- 
lands of Scotland, informing all who 
were theii under proscription for not 
having taken the oath of allegiance 
to King William 3d, that they would 
have an opportunity of doing so, 
(between the date of the proclama- 
tion and a future day which was spe- 
cified,) at Inverary, before a person 
appointed by government for that 
purpose, with this understanding, 
that in consequence of their nou- 
compliance, military execution 
would be the consequence. 

All bad complied, except M'Don- 
nell of Glencoe, and bis clau. who 
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had been prevented by a violent 
storm, and the impassable nature of 
the roads, from settingout til! the. days 
of grace were expired, or nearly so. 
In order, however, to accommodate 
hicnself as near as possible to the 
wish of government, he took the 
oaths before the nearest magistrate, 
and also engaged himself to go lo 
Inverary to make the required sub- 
mission, as soon as it could be un- 
derstood that he might travel in safe- 
ty. All this was apparently ac- 
cepted, and a party of soldiers sent 
down to Glencoe, under pretence of 
protecting them till it was found 
convenient to the clan to set out. 
The officers were lodged in M'Don- 
nell's own house, and the soldiers 
quartered here and there ammig his 
tenantry. It was the time of Christ- 
mas, the inhabitants vvere used to 
make merry at that season and they 
probably thougbtthatit would bea very 
unequivocal way of expressing their 
loyalty, to share their pleasurtis with 
their uiilitary guests. M'Donnell 
him.self was unwell, but on the night 
in question he had sat up late, with- 
out considering the state of bis own 
health, that he might in person ex- 
ercise the rites of hospitality to those 
whom he considered as his friends. 
Reader ! Mark ! at midnight, (a 
fit hour for such a deed of darkness !) 
in the midst of mirth and joHitv, 
when warm with wine, when the cup 
was probably held to the lip to pledge 
themurderer, the signal of death was 
given, aguiiwas fired in the glen, 
and every man instantly plunged 
bis bayonet in the breast ■ of his iin- 
suspecting host, and then proceeded 
to murder his wife and childr«ii. 
M'DonneH himself was aroorigthe first 
ofthe victims immolated on the altar 
of his own hospitable table, and a 
young ensign, whose name ought 
never to be either .spoken or written, 
ran up stairs and butchered M'Don- 
nell's father, a bed rid old -uan; 
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«nil with his sword still reeking with 
his blood, plunged it into the heiirt 
ol'.his •.■raudsoii, a child of eigiit 
years oi' cige, while on his knees im- 
ploring Cor mercy. Owing to the 
intricacies of the coniitrv, some es- 
caped, among whom were M'Don- 
noil's youngest son, 'two years old, 
and his mirse. Kcxt morning 
there was neither voice heard, nor 
smoke seen in the vale, which tiie 
day before contained three hundred 
people! 

It will now naturally be inquired, 
what punishment was thought ne- 
cessary tor the siwage authors of 
this massacre^ Reader I They were 
not thought worthy of punishment 
by those whose duty it was, and who 
only had the power. All Europe 
heard itj all the nations of Europe 
were astonished, and cried for blood. 
The hero of Nassau heard it also, 
but he heard it as if he heard it not, 
for the principal instrument in the 
esecotiun of this une.Kanip!ed crime 
lived to old age, and died 

" With all his blushing honours thick upJ 
on hira." 

What his own reflections on the 
subject, at the hour of death may 
have been, ca;inot be correctly ap- 
preciated, but surely he had some. 

Now if any individual of anj' par- 
ty, (whether he should happen to be 
cine of the magistrncjj, or one of the 
iiioli,) can read this account, (short 
aa it is,) and still maintain that King 
Williiini 3d is an object of admira- 
tion, 1 shall only say, in the em- 
pliiUic language of si riplure, " My ' 
soul tome not thou into their secret, 
unto their a.ssembly miue honour be 
thou not united." P.M. 

LiiOurn, J\'uv. \2ih, 1813. 
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WAS pleasfrd to observe in your 
last iiuiuher thai a cories(.o:i'deiit 



comes forward to express in a paper 
signed Honesty, in bold language, 
his strong disapprobation of" some' 
late proceedings, and to stamp vice 
with appropriate cjpiihets. When 
such men, who may be said to be- 
long to what is called the moderate 
party, thus come forward, it is a 
good omen, and shows that the 
spirit of the country is reviviuf^. 
'I'he violent measures lately pursued 
arc thus beginning to produce good 
effects. Let the petty tyrants pro- 
ceed, and I trust the revival of pub- 
lic spirit will keep pace with their 
violence, and that all such will be 
practically taught that the law is a- 
bove them. 

Your other correspondent, the 
Lawyer, from Dublin, points out 
some abuses in the licence act, ne- 
cessary to be attended to. I remem- 
ber the passing of this act. it was 
a momentary fit of virtue in some 
ofour legislators, to attempt to make 
Ireland a sober nation. It originat- 
ed with the party usually called the 
opposition. But alas for human in- 
consistency : I have since beheld the 
same men joining with the minister 
in plans to promote the more free 
use of whiskey : he to add to ihe re- 
venue, and they to enhance the 
price of their lands, by providinj^r a 
more extensive market for hariey 
.Tod oats, to be consumed in dis- 
tillation. Thi.s, however, was a good 
law, and it is to be regretted that iis 
salutary provisions are so s()<)ri for- 
gotten, asappears to have been the ca^e 
in the present instance. (j'o(ul laws 
arc sometimes passed, but are too 
speedily forgotten, and become a 
dead letter. It was a liumani! an,l 
just principle of policy to guard ihe 
poorer classes of society against the 
temptations more peculiaily ari.sin.x 
to them, from turnpike gato-ke<'pfr", 
constables, and commissioned and 
aon- commissioned yeomanry ollicers 
selling spirits. The general apjili- 



